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One night in a church service a 
young woman felt the tug of God at 
her heart. She responded to God’s 
call and accepted Jesus as her Lord 
and Savior. 

This young woman had a very 
rough past, involving alcohol, drugs, 
and prostitution. 

But, the change in her was evi-
dent. As time went on she became a 
faithful member of the church. 

She eventually became involved 
in the ministry, teaching young chil-
dren. 

It was not very long until this 
faithful young woman had caught the 
eye and heart of the pastor’s son. The 
relationship grew and they began to 
make wedding plans. 

This is when the problems be-
gan. 

You see, about one half of the 
church did not think that a woman 
with a past such as hers was suitable 
for a pastor’s son.   The church began 
to argue and fight about the matter.  
So they decided to have a meeting. 
As the people made their arguments 
and tensions increased, the meeting 
was getting completely out 
of hand. 

T h e  y o u n g 
woman became 
very  upset 
about all 
the 

THE BLOOD 
things being brought up about her 
past. 

As she began to cry the pastor’s son 
stood to speak. 

He could not bear the pain it was 
causing his wife to be. 

He began to speak and his state-
ment was this: “My fiance’s past is not 
what is on trial here. 

What you are questioning is the 
ability of the blood of Jesus to wash 
away sin. Today you have put the 
blood of Jesus on trial. 

So, does it wash away sin or 
not?” 

The whole church began to weep 
as they realized that they had been 
slandering the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Too often, even as Christians, we 
bring up the past and use it as a weap-
on against our brothers and sisters. 

Forgiveness is a very foundational 
part of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. If the blood of Jesus does not 
cleanse the other person completely 
then it cannot cleanse us 

completely. 
I f  t h a t 

is the case, 
then we are 
all in a lot 
of trouble. 
W h a t  c a n 
wash away 
my sins? 

Nothing 
but the blood 

of Jesus! 
“Cast thy 

burden upon 
the Lord, And 
He shall sustain 
you; He shall 
never permit the 

righteous to be 
moved.” 

Psalm 55:22

 Decoration Day
 Soon after the Civil War ended, 

 communities everywhere began setting 
 aside a day to honor the fallen soldiers 
 and decorate their graves. As the 
 tradition spread, May 20, 1868, was 
 made the official Decoration Day. On that 
 day, 5,000 people gathered at Arlington 
 National Cemetery to decorate the graves 
 of Union and Confederate soldiers.

 Over time, Decoration Day turned 
 into Memorial Day in honor of every 
 soldier who had died while serving the 
 nation. In 1971, Congress made Memorial 
 Day official and set it for the last Monday 
 in May.

 Today, thousands of people celebrate 
 Memorial Day. Many attend services and 
 decorate soldiers’ graves with flags and 
 flowers.

 List 10 words that rhyme with “fight.”  1. 

 2.  3.  4. 

 5.  6.  7. 

 8.  9.  10. 

 Some answers: bright, flight, height, kite, light, might, night, plight, right, sight

 What Rhymes with…

 Every Memorial Day, Americans fly their flags at half-staff 
 until noon in honor of fallen soldiers. Here are some 
 questions about the American flag. How many can you 
 answer correctly?

 1) The flag has 13 red and green stripes.  Fact or Fiction?
 2) The number of stripes stands for the original 13 colonies. 

 Fact or Fiction?
 3) The colors of the stripes stand for purity and innocence and 

 hardiness and valor.  Fact or Fiction?
 4) The flag has 60 white stars on a blue background. 

 Fact or Fiction?
 5) The blue background stands for the Union.  Fact or Fiction?
 6) The color of the background stands for vigilance, perseverance 

 and justice.  Fact or Fiction?
 7) The stars stand for the millions of people living in the United 

 States.  Fact or Fiction?
 8) Each of the stars has four points.  Fact or Fiction?
 9) The stars can be placed anywhere on the blue background. 

 Fact or Fiction?
 10) A new star and stripe are added to the flag each time a new 

 state enters the United States.  Fact or Fiction?

 Fact or Fiction?
 American Flag Challeng e

 Answers: 1) Fiction, the stripes are red and white, 2) Fact, 3) Fact, 4) Fiction, the flag has 
 50 stars, 5) Fact, 6) Fact, 7) Fiction, the 50 stars stand for the number of states in 
 America, 8) Fiction, each of the stars has five points, 9) Fiction, the stars must be placed 
 in a certain pattern, 10) Fiction, that practice stopped in 1818 when it became clear that 
 adding stripes was not going to work

 Jokes and R iddles

 Q: What do patriotic 
 monkeys wave?

 A: Star Spangled bananas!

 Q: What did the 
 soldier’s letter say 
 to the stamp?

 A: Stick with me, kid, and we’ll go places.
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Easy and Fast 
Recipes

Macaroni and Cheese 
plus Ham Pie
yields 6 servings
 
3-cups shredded Cheddar cheese (12 oz)
1-cup cubed cooked ham
1-cup uncooked elbow macaroni (3 1/2 oz)
2 ¼-cups milk
2-eggs
½-cup Original Bisquick® mix
 ¼-teaspoon salt
Chopped fresh parsley, if desired
  
1.     Heat oven to 400°F. Spray 10-inch or 9 1/2-inch glass deep-
dish pie plate with cooking spray.
2.     In large bowl, mix 2 cups of the cheese, the ham and un-
cooked macaroni. Spread in pie plate.
3.     In blender, place milk 
and eggs. Cover; blend on 
medium speed until smooth. 
Add Bisquick mix and salt; 
blend until smooth. Pour over 
mixture in pie plate.
4.     Bake 35 to 40 minutes 
or until knife inserted in cen-
ter comes out clean. Sprinkle 
with remaining cheese. Bake 
1 to 2 minutes longer or 
until cheese is melted. Let 
stand 10 minutes before 
serving. Sprinkle with pars-
ley.

 

Easy Cheesy Corn Dogs
serves 8

8 ounces can refrigerated dinner rolls
8 hot dogs
8 Strips cheddar cheese
3 tablespoons barbecue sauce
1/2 cup cornmeal
wooden skewers
 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees 
F. Lightly grease cookie sheet. 
Separate dough into 8 rolls. In 
a narrow slit in each hot dog - 
insert the cheese. Shape each 
roll evenly around each hot 
dog. Pinch roll ends together 
to seal. 

Brush with the barbecue sauce and then roll each one in corn meal. 
Insert a wooden skewer in one end of each hot dog. Place each 
on the cookie sheet and bake for 15 to 20 minutes until rolls are 
brown. Serve with catsup and/or mustard.
 

Apple Crisp a la Mode
 
6 apples (or 6 cups of apple slices)
1 1/2 cups rolled oats
3/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup butter (1 stick), softened
Whipped cream or ice cream

Heat oven to 375 degrees and lightly butter an 8 or 9-inch-square 
baking pan. Peel, core, and slice the apples and arrange them evenly 
in the prepared pan.
2.     Place the oats, brown sugar, flour, spices, and salt in a sealable 
plastic bag, close, and shake until combined. Cut the softened butter 
into 1-inch pieces and add to the oat mixture. Close the bag again 
and knead or squeeze until the mixture holds together.
3.     Instead of using a bowl to mix the crumb topping, use a seal-
able plastic bag. This will cut back on dirty dishes and let young 
bakers--even preschoolers--lend a hand.
4.     Open the bag and crumble the topping evenly over the apples. 
Bake the apple crisp for 40 to 45 minutes or until the topping is 
golden brown and the juices begin to bubble around the edges. Cool 
slightly, then serve with whipped cream or ice cream. Serves 6.
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Let us know about your FREE events. 

No charge for church events. 
 Please email: leslie_averitt@yahoo.com by the 

3rd Friday of the month for the following month’s issue.

Please join the Small Business Center 
at Cape Fear Community College for a 
FREE Monthly Coaching Clinic on:
Taking it to the Next Level:  
Critical Habits of a Growing Business
Wednesday, 9/7/11 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM
Health Science/Learning Resources Building, 
Room L 107 • 415 N. 2nd St.
What got your HERE won’t take you THERE!  
Learn how to break through business plateaus.  
Topics we will cover will include mindset, 
critical disciplines, increasing cash flow, sales 
and profits, getting leverage in the business, 
and building a winning team. (Editor’s note: 
Instructor not known)

Business Seminar Series I:  
Sales & Business Development
Wednesday, 9/14/11 from 8:30 to 11:30 AM
Health Science/Learning Resources Building, 
Room L 107  • 415 N. 2nd St.
The first of a three part morning series, 
this seminar covers the building blocks of 
a successful business, creating sales and 
developing business. Without these being 

successful, no business will succeed. 
Instructor:  Jonathan Rowe
You must register for each class-call for info: 
910-362-7000 or cfcc.edu
 
Singles Meet-up -
 August 29th at 6:00pm the Singles Meeting 
Needs Ministry will meet at Dub Dawgs at 
2539 Castle Hayne Rd.  Singles of all ages 
are invited. Questions or would like further 
info  contact Tracy Oyler at 617-7175 or the 
Church office 762-2583.( Wrightsboro United 
Methodist Church)

Alcoholic Anonymous Meetings 
are held on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
nights from 6pm - 7pm at Silver Lake Baptist 
Church located at 4715 Carolina Beach Rd. in 
Wilmington, NC.  For more information, call 
791-9171.

Aglow meets @10:00am Saturday
Sept. 10th @ Best Value Inn, 4903 Market St, 
Wilmington.  It’s purpose is Prayer & Praise 
with an anointed speaker.  Brenda Sargent will 
be the speaker giving her testimony. All are 
welcome.  For more info call 392-5658.
5)  Look Good… Feel Better Free Make-up 
and class for anyone diagnosed w/cancer.2nd 
Tues./mo. Call to register 910-798-0704 @ 
Shelia’s Wigs & Skin Care Salon. Kerr. Ave. 
Wilm,NC See her ads on back page.

The Girls Breast Cancer Survivors 
meets-Tues. 9/13@ 5:30pm.
Shuckers Oyster Bar and Grill
6828 Market St
Wilmington, North Carolina
Whether you are newly diagnosed or are an 
Over-comer/Survivor, come fellowship with 
other women who have turned their Lump 
into Laughter.Appetizers provided by Lump 
to Laughter. If you have a financial challenge 
prohibiting you from attending our events, 
please contact Lump to Laughter & let us help. 

We want everyone to be able to attend. info@
LumptoLaughter.org.

Food Pantry-Holy Grounds coffee 
House on Carolina Bch. Rd. serves 
local residents. Open every Saturday. 
http://www.calvaryofWilmington.org/
holygroundsfoodpantry.html

Free Exercise Classes
@ Faithfully Fit. Meets at First Baptist Activity 
Center(behind Independence Mall) Call for class 
times:910-395-0492. Donation only.

SAVE THE DATE-
Ta Ta Sisterhood of the Cape Fear non-profit 
-2012 Calendar Release Party & Auction. Sat. 
Oct. 1, 6-8 pm at 1404 Commonwealth Dr., 
Wilm,NC. Special Celebrity Guests, Memorabilia 
and Neat Stuff  Auction. Great Food , Drink. 
Prizes and Music. Breast cancer touches 
everyone whether it be yourself, a loved one, 
a friend, or a neighbor. It has no ethnic, social, 
or economic boundaries 100% of proceeds go 
to uninsured or underinsured locals w/breast 
cancer. To donate or more info: 910-350-8935.

Small Business Help Meets 
@ Crackerbarrel
BIZ2BIZ Tues Breakfast GROUP
Meets 8 to 8:45AM every other Tuesday
2011 Dates: 
September 13 & 27      October 11 & 25
November 8 & 22         December 6 & 20

LIFEWRITERS & WELLNESS GROUP*
3rd Tuesdays - 7 to 8:30pm 2011
 9/20, 10/18, 11/15, 12/20

A young businessman had just 
started his own firm. He’d rented 
a beautiful office and had it fur-

nished with antiques. Sitting there, 
he saw a man come into the outer 
office. Wishing to appear busy, the 
businessman picked up the phone 

and started to pretend he had a big 
deal working. He threw huge figures 

around and made giant commit-
ments. Finally, he hung up and 

asked the visitor, “Can I help you?” 
The man said, “Sure. I’ve come to 

install the phone!”...

 Meets at 5041 New Centre DR, Suite 122 
in Wilmington, NC  - Between Market ST & 
College RD Betw. 5051 & 5041. WRITERS  -  
7 to 8:30pm  Share your writing.  Writers 
of all levels and genres welcome. Printing/
Publishing Workshop info.
 
WELLNESS
Come early for wellness!
6 to 6:45pm  August--Alkaline Diet for Health, 
Speaker Life Coach Sharon Cole Elder
September  Chi Gung for Energy and Healing 
Speaker Dr. Mountainbird, EDD  
 
NETWORKING
Come early & stay later to socialize.Call-910-
262-4454/Email writingdoctor7@gmail.com/
Join free with RSVP. Words are powerful.  They 
harm, heal, deflate, regenerate, diffuse or 
enthuse.  Speak life!

SAVE THE DATE- 
Come out and support the Ta Ta Sisterhood 
of the Cape Fear ‘s East Coast, West Coast 
BBQ Cook-off and Lemonade Stand is Oct 1, 
11am - 2 pm, Casey’s BBQ parking lot on 
Oleander dr. Cooking for west is Dan “Grizzly 
Adams” Haggerty and for east Larry Casey. 
Come cheer them on, eat, vote and and help 
save a life. 2012 Calendar Release Party 
is that evening Sat Oct 1, 6 - 8 pm.1404 
Commonwealth Dr., Wilm, NC. Celebrities, 
Memorabilia and auction plus great food & 
drink Prizes and music. All invited to join in 
the fun! And Give so those in our community 
who are diagnosed with breast cancer and are 
uninsured or underinsured can be helped!
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Lighthouse Worship Center
 7560-4 U.S. Hwy. 117 South
Rocky Point, NC  (Beside Dollar General)

Spring View Pentecostal 
Free- Will Baptist Church
801 North College Road • Wilmington, NC 28405
Pastor Lester Hunter
Office 910-791-5621 • Parsonage 910-392-1692
Service Times:
Sunday School-9:45am
Sunday Worship- 11am & 6 pm
Wed. Bible Study & Worship-7pm
Sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Sims, In Memory Of Their 
Christian Son, Rick.       - John 3:16

Watha Pentecostal 
Free Will Baptist  Church 
185 Watha Rd •  Watha, NC   28478
910 285-6876
Pastor: Rev. Barry Teagle
Sponsored by Patsy Matthews, Mary Kay Consultant

Calvary Baptist Church
423 N. 23th Street, Wilm, NC
Donnie Lovette, Sr. Pastor
Service Times:
Sunday School-9:30am
Sunday Worship-10:45am/6:30pm
Wed. Service & Awana 6:30pm
Children/youth/senior ministries
Calvary Christian School-PreK3-8th grade
(910) 762-5608
Find us on Facebook!
www.calvarybaptistwilmington.org

Global River Church
4702 South College Rd • Wilm,NC 28412
910-392-2899 x 110
email staff@globalriverchurch.com
Senior Pastor Tom Hauser
Sunday Service Times
9:00am & 10:00am
2:00pm Spanish Service

No More Church As Usual!
Apostle Jeff Daw
(910) 675-3900  •  www.lwc2t4.org 
Sponsored by Mike’s Guitar Lessons

First Baptist Church
411 Market St. • Wilmington, NC
Pastor Dr. Mike Queen
Sunday Service Times:
9:00am Contemporary •  11:00 Traditional
www.fbcwilmington.org
Sponsored by Twig Rollins, Cape Fear Bedding & Furniture

Long Leaf Baptist Church
317 Shipyard Blvd. Wilmington,NC 
910-763-2479  •  Sun. Service-11:00am
Pastor Gene Ridley
Sponsored by Shelia’s Wigs & Skin Care Salon

McClure Memorial 
Presbyterian Church
 Castle Hayne Rd. • Castle Hayne, NC 28429
(910) 675-2944
Sponsored by Castle Hayne Auto Parts

Rocky Point Baptist Church
50 Porters Lane Rd  (off of Hwy 117 South)  
Rocky Point, NC, 28457
Service times: Sunday 10:30 am & 6:30 pm
Pastor Ryan Minkler • (910) 685- 4350
www.rockypointbaptistchurch.com
Sponsored by-Hair Studio 116

Grace United Methodist Church
401 Grace Street  • (4th & Grace Sts.)
Wilmington,NC • New Pastor: Scott Dodson
Morning Worship-10:55 am
Sunday School-9:45am
Our Purpose-  To Draw People To Christ
and nourish their spirits.
910-763-5197 •  www.gracedowntown.net
Sponsored by Mrs. R. B. Mayhew

The Fire Of The Altar 
Holy Christian Church,Inc.
Multi-racial  Non Denominational
211 Johnson St. - (left at Lanier Hardware, rt. 
turn, then left onto Johnson St.)
Prison Ministry, Women’s Ministry of Healing 
& Nursing Home & Homebound Ministry
Sunday School-10:30 am • Sunday Worship-11:15 am
Wednesday-Intercessory Prayer & Healing Service-7PM
Pastor: Rev. Katherine Hudson. 910-520-2545

Interesting Facts 
About Oysters

1. Oysters Are Tastier During 
Months That Contain “R”
Long ago, people were advised never to 
eat oysters during months of the year 
that didn’t contain the letter “r”. For 
one reason, the lack of proper refrigera-
tion methods didn’t keep oysters well 
in the warmer weather months- May 
through August.

 2. Oyster Consumption
Another interesting fact about oysters 
is that nearly two billion pounds of 
these mollusks are eaten every year, and 
Americans eat their fair share. From 
1990 to 1995, for example, Americans 
ate about fifty million pounds of these 
popular mollusks.

3. Is It a Male or Female Oyster?
Just like warm-blooded animals, oysters 
are either male or female. But, oysters have 
gonads that generate eggs, as well as sperm. 
So, oysters have the ability to change their 
sexes, which they do, at least once. (The 
gonads, by the way, are considered to be 
the tastiest part of the oyster.)

4. Oysters Are Healthy for You!
Oysters contain a whole raft of Vitamins, 
including C, D, B1, B1, B2 and B3. 

5. How to Tell If An 
Oyster is Alive
Whether you dig them up, buy them 
at a local seafood store or order them 

through the mail, there’s one sure way 
to tell if an oyster is alive. If its shell is 
open, you tap on it with your fingers, 
and it snap shut, then it’s alive.

6. Oysters Produce Very 
Few Pearls Naturally
Another interesting fact about oysters- 
According to www.ask.yahoo.com, 
“only one out of 10,000 animals will 
produce a pearl in the wild.” 

7. Oysters Are What They Eat
This kind of mollusk feeds on plank-
ton, animal waste, decayed plants- most 
any small particles they suck in. Oysters 
can filter up to five liters of water each 
hour. What’s most interesting about 
this is, that the color of an oysters’ 
meat depends on what they eat. Usu-
ally, the meat is light beige, light gray 
or off white.

8. Can Oysters Enhance 
Your Love Life?
The ancient Romans prized oysters for 
being aphrodisiacs. The 18th-century 
lover Casanova, in particular, is said 
to have eaten fifty oysters for breakfast 
every morning to make him virile.

An interesting fact about oysters 
is they do contain a lot of zinc. This 
mineral- or rather, a deficiency of it- has 
been linked to male impotency. 

Oysters are mol-
lusks that grow 
m a i n l y  i n  t h e 
ocean. There are 
more than fifty species 
of oysters, some of which 
are edible. Their rather 
rectangle shells are made 
of calcium. The shells protect 
their soft bodies. 

you probably don’t know!
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ADVERTISE IN 
THE GOOD LIFE 

CHRISTIAN 
NEWSPAPER!

The Good Life #4 is distributed 

in Brunswick, Pender and New 
Hanover Counties. Let people 
know about you and your busi-

ness! VERY affordable rates!  Your 
church events printed for FREE on 

community page.  

Call (910) 789-9242 
about  advertising rates and deadlines. 

leslie_averitt@yahoo.com

Visit us online at www.colgleland.org

SEPT 2011

$6
COVER 

CHARGE

Studio 421
What is Studio 421?

Studio 421 is Wilmington’s 

Premiere Christian Music Venue 
and Teen Club. Studio 421 offers 
youth ages 13-18 a place to come 
have fun in an environment rel-
evant to their day and age. Each 

Friday, Studio 421 offers live 
music, free food, and plenty of ac-
tivities to keep youth having fun. 
If you would like to know more 
about Studio 421, visit www.

myspace.com/studio421nc or call 
(910) 232-5955.

September 9: Hollywood Night 
	 & Girls ALL Night Party
September 16: Live Music by 
	 The Separate and Blockade Runner
September 23: Live Music by 
	 Sent By Ravens and Summerlin 
September 30: Live Music
October 7: Guys All Night Video Game Party

SAVE THE DATE
Come out and support the Ta Ta 

Sisterhood of the Cape Fear ‘s East 
Coast, West Coast BBQ Cook-off 

and Lemonade Stand is Oct 1, 11am 
- 2 pm, Casey’s BBQ parking lot on 

Oleander dr. Cooking for west is 
Dan “Grizzly Adams” Haggerty and 

for east Larry Casey. Come cheer 
them on, eat, vote and and help 

save a life. 2012 Calendar Release 
Party is that evening Sat Oct 1, 6 
- 8 pm.1404 Commonwealth Dr., 

Wilm, NC. Celebrities, Memorabilia 
and auction plus great food & drink 
Prizes and music. All invited to join 
in the fun! And Give so those in our 
community who are diagnosed with 
breast cancer and are uninsured or 

underinsured can be helped!

After losing another tooth, 
eight-year-old Timmy became 
more curious about the elusive 
tooth fairy.

Finally putting two and two 
together, he came right out and 
asked his mother, “Mom, are 
you the tooth fairy?”

Assuming he was old enough 
to hear the truth, she replied, 

“Yes, I am.”
Timmy seemed to take this 

news quite well. But as he 
headed for the door, he slowly 
turned back toward his mother 
with a curious look on his face 
and said, “Wait a minute. How 
do you get into the other kids’ 
houses?”.

I am  Ms. 
February 

2012. Hope 
to see you 

all at these 2 
functions!



ARE YOU LOSING 
YOUR HAIR?

We have a complete line 
of Hairpieces and Wigs!

Book Free
Consultations Now!

Hair  Loss Solutions- 
We Cut & Style Our 

Wigs For You!

917-A S. Kerr Ave • Wilmington, NC 
(910) 798-0704(910) 798-0704

917-A S. Kerr Ave • Wilmington, NC 

Sheila’s 
wig 
Diane Martin - Esthetician 
Specializes in Facials 
for men and women, 
Microdermabrasion

Lisa Haskins- 
Hair Stylist 
and Color Specialist

and skin 

care salon

Liquid Mineral 
Powder Foundation &
Cosmeceuticals Skin 
Care Products.

Isotonix 
Vitamins

Sheila’s wig
& SKIN CARE SALON

Calvary Baptist Church
423 North 23rd St. • Wilmington, NC 28405

www.calvarybaptistwilmington.org • (910) 762-5608

Experience God’s Love!
Blended Worship and Solid Bible Preaching

Dynamic Music Ministry, Orchestra , Choirs, Handbells

Exciting Youth and Children’s Ministries, AWANA

TWENTY-Something Ministry • Prayer Ministry 

• Missions Projects • Active Senior Ministry 

Calvary Christian School Pre-K-3 through 8th Grade

Find us 
on Facebook!

Backward Giving
by Lori Hatcher

And my God will meet all your 
needs according to His glori-
ous riches in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:19 
It was the only time I saw my 

daughter cry during our family mis-
sion trip to Mexico. Our assignment 
that day was to visit one of the poorest 
families in the church. 

Marta was a single mom 
and the sole provider for 
her five children, as well as 
her mother. They lived in a 
one-room cinderblock house 
the size of my kitchen 
and living room. Until 
a team from the states 
had built their home, 
all seven of them had 
lived in a one-room 
shack made of thick 
corrugated cardboard 
walls and a tin roof. 

When we arrived, 
all five of the children 

met us by the side of the dirt road where 
they had been waiting for hours. They 
were neatly dressed in their Sunday 
clothes. Pati, the youngest child and 
only girl, had her shiny dark hair care-
fully braided and tied with two ribbons. 
After the introductions were made, each 

child shyly approached us with 
gifts. Pati presented her gift 

to my youngest daughter. 
She handed her a care-
fully washed piece of 
fruit neatly wrapped in 
a napkin. 

Knowing these 
children had very 
little to eat, my 
daughter looked at 
me with wide eyes. 
“Mom,” she whis-
pered, “I can’t take 
this. What if it’s all 
they have?” 

“Take it.” I en-

couraged her. “They care more about 
giving it to you than keeping it for 
themselves.” That night I held her as 
she cried. We all cried as we talked about 
how humbling it was to be the recipients 
of such sacrificial gifts. American Chris-
tians, myself included, approach giving 
like this: “If I have enough money left 
over after I pay my bills and meet my 
family’s needs, I will give.” 

And my God will meet all your 
needs according to His glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus. At first glance this verse 
in Philippians seems to support this-that 
is, until you read the context. Earlier in 
the chapter, Paul talks about how the 
Philippian church had been the only 
church to sacrificially give to meet his 

needs. He called their gifts “fragrant 
offering(s), acceptable sacrifice(s), and 
pleasing to God.” 

It is only AFTER Paul commends 
them for their sacrificial giving that 
he issues this promise. We have it 
backward. 

The reason God gives to us is so we 
can give to others. 

Will you join me as I trust God 
enough to give sacrificially? 

Lori Hatcher is the wife of a youth minis-
ter, homeschooling mother of two lovely young 
adults, and a part-time dental hygienist. She is 
a regular contributor to South Carolina’s Reach 
Out Columbia magazine and author of the 
blog “Be Not Weary,” http://lori-benotweary.
blogspot.com. Read Lori’s devotions.


